
HARDWOOD TRIM AND TRANSITION INSTALLATION

Quarter Round T-Molding Reducer Flush-Fit Threshold Stairnose Flush-Fit Stairnose Overlap

Covers expansion space between 
the floor and a wall. Usually used in 
combination with base molding. 

Covers the expansion space between 
two equal height flooring surfaces.

Transitions floors of different heights. Used for abutting to other floors or at 
vertical obstructions where expansion 
space may be required.

Transitions floor to edge of stair tread 
or step to provide a finished trim.

For use at stair landings trim and 
elevated floor perimeters.

Images shown are a general representation of each molding. Some profiles may vary slightly in appearance due to manufacturing differences or natural material variations.  
Detailed drawings available from AHF Products (contact info 866 243 2726 / www.floorexpert.com).

Keys to Successful Installation:

• �Preselect and set aside boards that blend best with the moldings. Install these boards adjacent to moldings for the best appearance. 

• Before cutting moldings, prevent chipping by covering the area to be cut with Scotch® Delicate Surface Painter’s Tape 2080.
• Always predrill the nail holes with the appropriate size drill bit to avoid cracking or splitting. Use a nail set to prevent damage when driving nails. Finish nail holes with a color coordinated wood filler.
• Attach molding with 6d finish nails and/or construction adhesive.* When using construction adhesives, weigh down the molding evenly to ensure proper contact with the subfloor. Stairnose should be installed with nails and construction adhesive. 
• For long runs requiring two or more pieces of molding, join them with a 45 degree scarf joint and bond the joint with wood glue.

Quarter Round Threshold

1.	Install Quarter Round after installation of the floorcovering.
2.	Do not force Quarter Round against the floor.
3.	�Attach Quarter Round to the wall, not the floor, and do not impede the 

expansion space left at the wall.

1.	�Screw or nail a temporary spacer block to the subfloor. The width of the block 
should be equal to 3/4˝ plus appropriate expansion space for the product 
being installed. 

2.	Install the hardwood up to the expansion zone spacer.
3.	�Install the hardwood up to the temporary block. Remove the block when 

hardwood installation is complete.
4.	�To allow the hardwood to expand and contract freely, never fasten the 

Threshold pieces to the hardwood flooring.
5. It may be necessary to modify or shim Threshold to achieve desired height.

T-Molding Stairnose Flush-Fit

1.	�Screw or nail a temporary spacer block to the subfloor. The width of the block 
should be equal to 1/2˝ plus appropriate expansion space for the product 
being installed. 

2.	�Install the hardwood up to the temporary block. Remove the block when 
hardwood installation is complete. 

3.	�To allow the hardwood flooring to expand and contract freely, never fasten the 
T-Mold to the hardwood flooring.  

4.	It may be necessary to modify or shim T-Mold to achieve desired height.

1.	Install the Stairnose first.
2.	Attach Stairnose with nails (6d finish nails) and construction adhesive. 
3.	�Apply a bead of recommended wood glue to the tongue of the first board and 

continue installation. If starting the installation with the groove side of the 
board against the Stairnose, glue a wood spline or slip-tongue into the groove.

Reducer Flush-Fit Stairnose Overlap

1.	�Screw or nail a temporary spacer block to the subfloor. The block should be at 
least 1/2˝ wide and 1/2˝ in height.

2. �Install the hardwood up to the expansion zone spacer. Remove the block when 
hardwood installation is complete.

3.	Lay the Reducer in place.
4.	�Attach Reducer to the substrate with nails (6d finish nails) and/or construction 

adhesive, plus a bead of wood glue on the edge of the Reducer where it 
meets the hardwood flooring.

1.	�Stairnose Overlap should NOT be used on staircases. Use Stairnose Flush-Fit 
on staircases.

2.	�Install the flooring first. Leave recommended expansion space between the 
flooring and Stairnose Overlap.

3.	Attach Stairnose with nails (6d finish nails) and construction adhesive. 
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*When installing over radiant heated subfloors, only use construction adhesive to attach molding to the subfloor.
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